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Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities Conference 
 
What Is It? The Connecting Entrepreneurial 
Communities Conference is an opportunity to 
educate communities on the vari-
ous tools and resources available 
to assist them in helping entrepre-
neurs grow and prosper in their 
communities. Presenters are 
found locally, regionally and from 
other states to share how they 
found success in a variety of as-
pects of building the entrepreneurship ecosystem.   
One of the unique aspects of the CEC Conference 
is that it is not held in a conference setting. 
Breakout sessions are embedded in shops and 
venues throughout the downtown. The confer-
ence offers a unique opportunity to learn about 
and experience an entrepreneurial community. 
Rather than sitting in a meeting room with no 
windows, participants will wander around the 
downtown as they move from session to session. 
Participants in the inaugural conference all indi-
cated that holding sessions in the businesses en-
hanced their learning experience. The sessions  
were  smaller  and  more  informal 
Market Report  Year 
Ago  4 Wks Ago   
Livestock and Products, 
Weekly Average          
Nebraska Slaughter Steers, 
35-65% Choice, Live Weight. . . . . . .  129.50  130.00  127.81 
Nebraska Feeder Steers, 
Med. & Large Frame, 550-600 lb. . . . .  164.77  192.13  188.89 
Nebraska Feeder Steers, 
Med. & Large Frame 750-800 lb. . .. .  137.92  156.24  150.41 
Choice Boxed Beef, 
600-750 lb. Carcass. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  221.56  208.47  224.46 
Western Corn Belt Base Hog Price 
Carcass, Negotiated . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  66.71  64.65  56.29 
Pork Carcass Cutout, 185 lb. Carcass 
51-52% Lean. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  81.26  76.47  72.46 
Slaughter Lambs, wooled and shorn, 
135-165 lb. National. . . . . . .  139.73  134.95  140.24 
National Carcass Lamb Cutout 
FOB. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  326.26  372.54  367.19 
Crops, 
Daily Spot Prices          
Wheat, No. 1, H.W. 
Imperial, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.10  4.15  3.99 
Corn, No. 2, Yellow 
Columbus, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.22  3.43  3.44 
Soybeans, No. 1, Yellow 
Columbus, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  9.00  9.41  9.33 
Grain Sorghum, No.2, Yellow 
Dorchester, cwt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4.97  5.63  5.63 
Oats, No. 2, Heavy 
Minneapolis, Mn, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.86  2.98  2.65 
Feed          
Alfalfa, Large Square Bales, 
Good to Premium, RFV 160-185 
Northeast Nebraska, ton. . . . . . . . . . .  133.75  *  150.00 
Alfalfa, Large Rounds, Good 
Platte Valley, ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67.50  90.00  97.50 
Grass Hay, Large Rounds, Good 
 Nebraska, ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .  65.00  82.50  93.50 
Dried Distillers Grains, 10% Moisture 
Nebraska Average. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  96.00  146.50  151.00 
Wet Distillers Grains, 65-70% Moisture 
Nebraska Average. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  40.77  48.25  50.75 
 ⃰  No Market          
The Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities 
conference was a fantastic way to learn some-
thing new by seeing it in action. Whether it 
was a small business, community develop-
ment, marketing or the arts. This format gives 
participants multiple takeaways to use in their 
community. 2017 Attendee. 
which allowed for more creative conversation and in-
teraction between the presenters and those attending. 
Who Should Attend?  This conference is most valua-
ble to teams of community leaders and service provid-
ers that have a desire to develop or enhance the entre-
preneurial environment in the community. Anyone 
with a passion for creating an entrepreneurial envi-
ronment in their community, including community 
volunteers, economic developers, chamber of com-
merce leaders, city administrators, county commis-
sioners, city council members, school district leaders 
and youth leaders, will benefit from attending. When 
communities bring several participants together, 
they have greater leverage to implement some or all 
of the strategies they learn at the conference.  
About the Venues. All of the sessions will be embed-
ded in various venues such as local restaurants, retail 
stores, libraries, arts centers, etc. and will be deter-
mined closer to the conference dates. This will enable 
attendees to meet business owners and experience the 
community.   
Where is it? The 2018 conference is in Hastings on 
April 4-5, 2018. The conference will be hosted at The 
Lark (809 West 2nd St. in Hastings) and break-out ses-
sions will be situated in venues in downtown Hastings, 
all within walking distance of each other. Sessions are 
scheduled to allow time for networking with other at-
tendees and enjoying the various downtown business-
es.  
About the Sessions Keynote speakers include local 
entrepreneurs who will share their passions and expe-
riences. Josh Berry, Innovator and Co-Founder of 
Econic will headline this year’s event with:  
“Innovation and Entrepreneurship Can Happen Any-
where!”  Josh enjoys helping businesses grow by map-
ping and executing their own innovation strategy. 
With unique experience in both the corporate and 
startup business worlds, he will bring the mindset of 
innovation to the challenges faced by rural communi-
ties and businesses.  
Breakout sessions include local and statewide present-
ers as well as a number of presenters from other states. 
The sessions are organized around the following top-
ics:  
This year’s tracks include: 
 Creating a Vibrant Downtown 
 Effective Business Attraction and Retention 
 Authentic Community Engagement 
 Helping Entrepreneurs Through Challenges 
 Developing an Entrepreneurial Culture 
  Retail Academy  
 
Registration 
Conference registration after March 23 is $100, 
which includes breakout sessions, Wednesday 
lunch and dinner, networking event, and keynote 
speeches from local entrepreneurs.  
To register, view the full agenda, or for more infor-
mation about the conference visit https://
communityvitality.unl.edu/connecting-
entrepreneurial-communities. Or contact one of 
the team members listed below:  
 Ben Dutton - ben.dutton@unl.edu 
 Sandra Barrera Fuentes— 
          sandra.barrera@unl.edu 
 Connie Hancock – chancock1@unl.edu 
 Charlotte Narjes – cnarjes1@unl.edu 
 Rex Nelson - rex.nelson@unl.edu 
 Marilyn Schlake – mschlake1@unl.edu 
 Rebecca Vogt - rvogt2@unl.edu 
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